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HOLMES

(Continned from Ninth Page)
| bringing with him the student.
la fine figure of a man—tall,

agile ., WiLh
ant open face. Hizs troubled blue eyes |
glanced at each of us and finally rest-

ed with an expression of blank dismay |

upon Bannister in the farther corner.
“Just close the door,” sald Holmes,
“Now, Mr. Gilchrist, we are all quite

*alone here. and no one need ever know

(3
He was
lithe and
a springy step and a pleas-

———

PECEMEBER 10,

1905

one word of whet passes between us.
We can be perfectly frank with each |

| other.
i how you, an honorable man, ever came
to commit such ap action as that of
| yesterday.” :
The unfortnfate young man stagger-

od back and cast & look full of horrer |
, and reproach at Bannister.

“Xo. no. Mr. Glichrist, sir, T never
said 2 wond—never one
the servant.

“No. but you have now.” saij Holmes. |

“Now, sir, you must see that after
| Bannister’'s words your position
hopeless and that your ouly chance lies
in a frank coufession.”
For a moment Glichrist, with nprais-
ed hand, tried to control his writhing
| femtures. The next he had thrown him:
self or his knees beside the table, and,

! burying his face in his hands, he had

burst into 2 storm of passionate-sob- |

Bing.

“Coeme, come.” sald Holmes kindly.
“it is human to err, and at least no one
ean accuse you of being a calious erim-
inal. Perfaps it wonld be easier for
you if 1 were to tell Mr. Soames what
occurred, and you can check me where

I am wrong. Shall I do s0? Well, well, |
Listen, and |

| don't trouble to answer.
see that I do you no injustice™
“From the moment, Mr. Soames, that
yvou said to me that 20 one, not even
Banuister, covld have toid that the pa-
pers were in vovr room the case began
to take a definite shape in my mind.
The printer one counid, of course, dis-
miss. He could examine the papers in
his own office. The Indian 1 also

| thought pothing of. If the proofs were
possibly know
what they were. On the other hand, it

coincidence |

in roll he could not
an ' unthinkable
that 2 man should ‘dare to eater the
room, and that by chance on that very
day the papers ‘were on the table. I

-3

: !

; ing in bromd darlight,

| of all these apposite rooms, forced him-

self through it. 8Such an idea was ab- |
al

| examined the window.

Copyright by Collier's Weekly.
Giichrist.

| @smissed that. The man who éntered |

word ™ cried

Is |

We want to know, Mr. Glichrist, |

:
:

1
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knew that the papers were there. How' | ‘

did he know?

“When I approached your room 1 |

You amused |

me by supposing that I was contem- |
plating the possibility of some one hav- |

surd. 1 was measuring how tall

under the eyes |

| man would need to be in order to see |

! to copy them.

' u he passaﬂ what papers were on the |

tral table. I am six feet high, and |
l could do it with an efTort. No one
Jess than that would have a chance.
Already, you see, I had reason to think

mr if one of your three students was |

n man of unusual beight he was the
' most worth watching of the three.

“I entered, 8and I took you into my
conﬂdv-nce as to the suggestions of the
dde table.
-lkt nothing®unti! in your description
d’ Giichrist you mentioned that he was
a long distance jumper. Then the
| whole thing came to me in an instant,

g | and I enly needed certain corroborative.,
% | proofs, which I specdily obtained.

“What happened was this: This young
fellow had employed
the athletic grounds, where he had
been practicing the jump. He return-
ed carrving his jumping shoes, which
are provided, as you are aware, with
several sharp spikes. As he passed

your window be saw, by means of his |

great height, these proofs upon your
table and conjectured what they were.
No harm would have been done had it
pot been that as he passed your door he
perceived the key which had been Jeft
by the carelessness of your servaat
A sudden impulse came overhim to en-
ter and see if they were indeed the
proofs. It was® not a dangerous ex-
ploit, for he could always pretend that
be bad simply looked in to ask a ques-
tion

“Well, when he saw that they were
indeed the proofs it was then that he
Fielded to temptation He put his
shoes on the tabie. What was it you
put ob that chair near the window ¥

“Gloves.” sald the voung man.

Holmes jooked trivmphantly at Ban-
uister., “He put bis gloves on the chair,
and he took the proofs, sheet by sheet,

Of the center table 1 could |

his afternoon at |

;
He thought the tutor
| Imust return by the main gate and that
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|he would see him. As
j came back by the side gate. Suddenly
he heard him at the very door. There

darted into the bedroom. You ohserve

that the scrateh on that table is slight |

at one side, but deepens in the direction

epough to show wus that the shoe had

been drawn in that direction and that

the cnlprit had taken refuge fhere. The

| earth round the spike had been left on
the table, and & second sample was
| loosened and fell in the bedropm. 1
| may add that I walked out to the ath-
letic grounds this morning, w that
tenacious black clay is used’ in the
jumping pit and carried away a speci-
men of it, together with some of the
| fine tan or sawdust which is strewn
over it to prevent the athlete from
slipping. Have I told the truth, Mr.
Gilchrist ¥

The student had drawn himself erect.

“Yes, sir; it s true.” said he,

“Good heavens! Have you nothing
to add ¥’ cried Soames.

“Yes, gir, 1 have, but the shock of
this disgraceful exposure has bewilder-
ed me. 1 have a letter here Mr. Soames,
which I wrote to you early this morn-
ing in the middle of a restless night.
It was before I knew that my sin bad
found me out. Here it is sir. You will
see that I have sald: ‘I have determined
not to go in for the examination. 1

have been offered a2 commission in the |

F. N. Holley, -

Rhodesian police, and I am going out
to South Africa nt once' ™

“I am indead pleased to hear that you

did not intend to prafit by your unfair ‘
“But why |

| advantage.,” sald Roames.
i did you change your purpose?”
Gilehrist pointed to Banunister,

“There i= the man who set me in the | 359

know, he ‘

was no possible escape. He forgot his |
gloves, bat he caught up his shoes and |

of the bedroom door. That In itself is |

“It was simple
only bad known,

enough, sir, if, you
but with all your

cleverness it was impossible that you |

could know. Time was, sir, when I
was butler to old Sir Jabez Gilchrist,
this young gentleman's father.
he was ruined I came to the coliege as
servant, but I never forgot my old em
ployer because he was down im the
workl. I watched his son all 1 eould
for the sake of old days. Well,

| when I came into this room yesterday, |
| when the alarm was given,

the very

first thing I saw was Mr. Gilchrist's

tan gloves a-lying in that chalr. T

knew those gloves well, and T under-
stood their message. If Mr. Soames
saw them the game was up. I flopped
down into that chair, and nothing
would budge me until Mr. Soames
went for you. Then out came my poor
young master, whom I had dandled on
my knee, and confessed it all to me.
Wasn’t it natural, sir, that I should
save him, and wasn't it patural also
that I should try to speak to him as his
dead father would have done and make
him understand that be could not profit

BUT IF YOU DO,
YOU CAN GET THE BEST
FROM

DEALER IN

WINES AND uquons,

QUINCY, FLA,
Sénd your orders on moraing train
get goods same day.

When |

!
8IiT,

‘ right path,” said he.

“Come now, Bannister,” said Holmes.
“It will be ciear to you from what 1
have said that only you could have let
| this young man out, since you were
left in the room and must have locked
the door when you went out. ‘As to his
escaping by that window, it was in
ecredible. Can you not clear up the
last polnt in this mystery and tell us
the reasons for your action?”

by such a deed? Could you blame me,

sir?”

“No, indeed.”
springing to his feet. “Well,
I think we have cleared your little
| problem up, and our breakfast awaits
us at home. Come, Watson. As to
you, sir, I tfust that a bright foture
awaits you in Rhodesia, For once you
have fallen Let us see in the fu
ture how high you car

low
1 rise."”

Poneumonis

DON'TDRIN ! :

sald Hoimes heartily;
Soames, |
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